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The BRFSS, PRAMS, and birth certificate data that
are presented in this report have the advantage that
the respondent is asked to self-report their own race
during the survey or on the mother’s birth certificate
worksheet. For the cancer and HIV/STD case data,
however, race may be determined by observation of
the health care provider or derived from medical
records, which leads to misclassification and
probably underreporting of American Indian cases.3

For the death certificates, the funeral director should
ask a family member or other informant what the
race of the decedent is, but sometimes the race is
assigned just by physical appearance, leading to
misclassification.4

Conclusion

This report shows that, for most of the measures
presented here, American Indians in North Carolina
experience substantially worse health problems than
whites. And for many of the health measures,
American Indians experience problems similar to
those for African Americans in the state.

The North Carolina Commission on Indian Affairs
has been active in advocating for issues related to
American Indian health. Since 2001, the Commis-
sion has organized three statewide conferences
designed to raise awareness of the health needs of
American Indians, develop and implement health
care best practice guidelines, and facilitate network-
ing among health care providers and organizations.
It has also been instrumental in addressing health
concerns in American Indian communities, includ-
ing promoting diabetes education in American
Indian churches, smoking cessation for American
Indian youth, and substance abuse awareness in
American Indian communities.

The North Carolina American Indian Health Task
Force was created in 2004 by the North Carolina
Commission of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of
the North Carolina Department of Health and
Human Services. The purpose of this Task Force is
to identify and study Indian health issues in North
Carolina and to evaluate and strengthen programs
and services for American Indians in the state. The
Task Force will be issuing a final report with
recommendations for action in the Spring of 2005.
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Note: Much of the data in this report were
drawn from the following publications, which
are cited as reference documents and for further
information and detail.

State Center for Health Statistics and Office of
Minority Health and Health Disparities. Racial
and ethnic differences in health in North Caro-
lina: 2004 update. North Carolina Department
of Health and Human Services, May 2004. http:/
/www.schs.state.nc.us/SCHS/pdf/
RaceEthnicRpt.pdf

Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities
and State Center for Health Statistics. Racial
and ethnic disparities in North Carolina: report
card 2003. North Carolina Department of
Health and Human Services, January 2003.
http://www.schs.state.nc.us/SCHS/pdf/
FinalReportCard.pdf

Gizlice Z, Huston S. Health risk and conditions
among American Indians in North Carolina.
SCHS Studies, No. 146. State Center for Health
Statistics, North Carolina Department of Health
and Human Services, December 2004.
http://www.schs.state.nc.us/SCHS/pdf/
SCHS146.pdf
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